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Chapter 21
PRANAVAM
Sage Romasa continued with another episode:
Accompanied by His consort Parvati, Lord Siva was
seated on a beautiful throne in Kailasa and was giving
audience to His devotees. Several Gods, yakshas, kinnaras,
and other celestial beings were rushing to Kailasa to have
His darsan and receive His blessing. They were led by Hari,
Brahma and Indra. On their way to Kailasa every one used
to worship Guru Guha, Son of Siva, and with his permission
go to Kailasa. But the haughty headed Brahma considered
Guru Guha only as a small boy much inferior to him in
learning. Ignoring Guru Guha, Brahma went straight to
Kailasa to worship Mahadeva. While returning also all the
Gods saluted Subrahmanya, but Brahma bypassed him with
disrespect. Consequently the six faced Guha felt insulted
and wanted to punish the four faced God. He therefore
ordered his servant to fetch Brahma before him. When he
was brought, Shanmukha said, "You impertinent Virinchi!
You seem to think that you are all knowing. Will you prove
it by answering rny question in the presence of Sages?1'.
Brahma was so confident about his own knowledge that he
immediately agreed. Soon a meeting was arranged in which
Shanmukha asked Brahma to explain the characteristics of
the Vedas and the meaning of Pranava. Brahma tried to
recollect the meaning of Pranava but in vain. Skanda became
very angry and said, "Oh! Virinchi! you think too much of
yourself. You are not capable of assessing the worth of
others. Hereafter you will possess, only mediocre Rajasic
behaviour. You will lose discriminating powers".
Guru Guha knew that Brahma could not answer his
question, for he had already lost the special significance of
Pranava due to a curse. It happened like this. Once the